Distribution of Pasteurella haemolytica in the respiratory tracts of carrier calves and those subsequently infected experimentally with Dictyocaulus viviparus.
Distribution of Pasteurella haemolytica in the respiratory tracts of calves with no apparent clinical signs of illness and those infected experimentally with Dictyocaulus viviparus was determined so as to define carrier sites for this organism. The calves had been positive by nasopharyngeal swab for either P haemolytica A2 or A1 for at least two months or for over a month, respectively, before slaughter. P haemolytica A1 was acquired following horizontal spread from other infected calves. It was observed post mortem that P haemolytica A1 or A2 resided in the tonsils and retropharyngeal lymph nodes of calves of both groups. In addition to these sites, P haemolytica A1 was also isolated from the right cranial lung lobe of one of the calves from the D viviparus infected group although there was no evidence of pasteurella associated pneumonia. It was concluded that tonsil and retropharyngeal lymph nodes appear to be the most important carrier sites for P haemolytica when compared to other tissues of the bovine respiratory tract.